
 

Founded in 1921 x www.kogarahbayprogress.org.au 
© 2019 Kogarah Bay Progress Association Inc 

ABN 35 156 859 010 

 

15 March 2019 
The General Manager  
Georges River Council  
McMahon Street  
HURSTVILLE NSW 2220  

mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

Construction of a New Sporting Amenities Block at Parkside Drive 

Our members note that Council has commenced the construction of a large new sporting facility 
including a 16-vehicle carpark within the park and road reserve at Parkside Drive, Carss Park.  It 
will adjoin a narrow road with difficult sight-lines that already struggles with traffic and parking, 
and is situated immediately opposite long-established homes.  

Members are also informed that no neighbour notification has taken place.  Adjoining residents 
were just told “out of the blue” “it is going to happen.  There was no opportunity for input. 

While we acknowledge the value of the sporting club to the community, the introduction of new 
facilities should be carefully planned with the interests of local residents being taken into 
account.  This clearly has not been the case in this instance.  

Council’s Plan of Management for Parkside Drive and Harold Fraser Reserves (adopted Kogarah 
Council February 2009) acknowledged that the Soccer Club’s amenities building in Parkside Drive 
will need to be redeveloped at some future stage.  However, as set out in the attached sheet, 
the Plan explicitly notes the strong residential concern over parking, noise and a range of other 
matters, and concludes that any new development should: 

x maintain the same capability (i.e. be no larger); and 

x be located to limit its impact on the adjacent residential properties. 

The proposed facility fails both these criteria.  

Furthermore, Council’s Plan of Management required Council to 

x establish ongoing communication with residents of adjacent properties immediately 
affected by the operation of the clubs; and 

x monitor the impact of the operation of the sports amenities building on the adjacent 
residential properties, particularly in Parkside Drive and survey the residents on an annual 
basis.  

Council has failed to observe these requirements. 

By any standard Council’s behaviour falls below acceptable standards.  The development is 
contrary to Council’s own Plan of Management.  It shows no regard to the impact on residents, 
explicitly avoiding key stakeholder involvement.  It reduces the green space available to the 
community by taking parkland for buildings and parking areas at a time when our parks are more 
precious than ever given the dramatic population pressures.   
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A pattern seems to be appearing where Council does not prepare the plans that it should (ref 
Council’s recent letter to the Association regarding the absence of a DCP for the John Street and 
Wyuna Street precincts), or disregards its plans that are in place if they are inconvenient.  Need 
we remind Council that it has an obligation to plan and manage community facilities according 
to established procedures rather than the ad-hoc “this will do” approach adopted here. 

With this as context, we request Council to immediately cease development until it has followed 
due process including observing its own Plan of Management and conducting effective 
consultation with residents, leading to solutions that better account for the particular 
constraints of traffic and residential proximity at Parkside Drive. 

Regards 

 

Jeff Powys – Hon Secretary 
Kogarah Bay Progress Association Inc 

Cc  Councillors Kogarah Bay and Blakehurst Wards 
Jim Gainsford, St Georges Leader 
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Attachment – Relevant sections of the Parkside Drive and Harold Fraser Reserves Plan 
of Management Kogarah Council (adopted February 2009). 

Section 9 - Issues Management - Management of soccer facilities (page 30): 

The concern about the current operation of the soccer facilities was notable.  This included the 
noise from the playing of matches, the impacts of parking on the adjacent area, effect of lighting 
on adjacent and nearby properties, and the amount of litter left after match days.  Respondents 
support the activity of soccer on the site, but believe that the management of the soccer fields 
needs to be improved. 

Section 14 - Proposed Future Development (page 54) 

Item 
 

Purpose for which the 
land and any such 
buildings or 
improvements will be 
permitted to be used. 
LGA 1993 Cl36 (3A) (b) (i)  

The purpose for which 
any further development 
of the land will be 
permitted, whether 
under lease or licence 
or otherwise.  
LGA 1993 Cl 36 (3A) (b) (ii)  

The scale and intensity 
of any such permitted 
use or development.  
LGA 1993 Cl 36 (3A) (b) (iii)  

Sportsground:  
Soccer field - Parkside 
Drive  
Soccer practice and 
competition 

Maintain the capability of 
the playing surface for 
competitive sports.  
 

Provide for ongoing 
improvement of the 
management of the 
playing surface, the 
portable goal post and the 
park furniture. Install 
permanent goal posts if 
breeches exceed three 
times.  

No further growth in the 
number of teams using 
the site, or the 
scheduled number of 
matches each day 
during the season 
 

Community Use:  
Carss Park Soccer Club 
Sports Amenities 
Building- Parkside Drive 
Reserve  
Change rooms and 
meeting room for the 
Carss Park Soccer Club 
and other sporting groups.  

Continue to provide a 
facility (change rooms and 
meeting room) for the 
Carss Park Soccer Club 
and other sporting groups 

Provide for the future 
redevelopment of the 
Sports Amenities Building 
in a more appropriate 
location that is protected 
from flooding and limits 
its impact on the 
adjacent residential 
properties 

Maintain the same 
capability to meet the 
needs of the Carss Park 
Soccer Club and other 
sporting groups. 

 

At pages 59-60, the Plan states: 

Objectives and performance targets 
of the plan 

How Council proposes to achieve 
the objectives of the plan and the 
required performance targets 

How Council proposes to assess its 
performance with respect to the 
plans objectives and performance 
targets 

Sportsground:  
Soccer field -  Parkside Drive  
Maintain the capability of the playing 
surface for the sports.  

Manage the frequency of use of the 
playing surface, the size of the 
soccer clubs (number of players), 
and continue to improve the quality 
of the grass surface and recycled 
water to achieve the most effective 
use of the facility.  
Establish ongoing 
communication with residents of 
adjacent properties immediately 
affected by the operation of the 
clubs. 

Monitor the condition of the playing 
surface and the success of the 
management regime to achieve a 
satisfactory level of use of the 
playing field. If ongoing conflict form 
a parks advisory group consisting of 
a specified number of residents and 
club representatives chaired by a 
local elected representative or 
Council appointed officer.   
Park 
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Park: Parking Areas- Parkside Drive  
Provide an adequate level of parking 
commensurate with the permitted 
level of use of the sports activity 

Provide appropriately located areas 
of parking, and manage the access 
to this area, restrict parking on 
adjacent residential streets and 
protect the amenity of the 
surrounding residential area from 
traffic impacts 

Monitor the impact of parking on the 
adjacent residential area during the 
playing season, and survey the 
residents on an annual basis 

Community Use:  
Carss Park Soccer Club Sports 
Amenities Building- Parkside Drive 
Reserve  
Continue to provide a facility 
(change rooms and meeting room) 
for the Carss Park Soccer Club and 
other sporting groups.  
  
 

Manage the number of soccer teams 
which use the facility, and the extent 
of social Continue to deliver the 
information regarding Club code of 
conduct to prospective new players, 
having regard to the level of noise 
when leaving the site and the 
required courtesy to be shown by 
drivers using Parkside Drive.  
Enter into a lease or license for the 
occupation of a building on 
community land 

Monitor the impact of the 
operation of the sports amenities 
building on the adjacent 
residential properties, particularly 
in Parkside Drive and survey the 
residents on an annual basis.   
  
Council to enforce the terms and 
conditions of the lease or license 
agreement addressing code of 
conduct and breeches. 

 

 

 

 


